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, i iy ¢
ing iﬂw m;m Thi beauty*’ of
junk, of course, is that most of it can
be found free in your own backyard
g;a lumber box, or littering local

uty Spots or open spaces, or can
be plckesgo up for next to nothing in
markets and car-boot sales. With a
bit of effort and cleaning up,
bargain furnishing can become a
real pleasure '

An interior designer who has
made something of a speciality of
" decorating with junk is Derek
Frost, who numbers " ‘among his
clients Sir Edward Heath and Pink
_Floyd’s Nick Mason. In Mr Frost's
‘country- house, an- 1870s coast-
- guard’s cottage low on a bank of the
Solent, his furnishings include
dried roots, parts of bricks, old
wooden key plates, and even a
~discarded hairbrush with no bris-
tles, that have all been carefully
arranged to look like objets d’art on
tables and mantelpleoes and in the
kitchen. -
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.~ Collecting debris is all very well,
you might think, for someone with

- adesigner’s eye and ingenuity, but

what about thef (rlest ftvs(/)c{od us‘}’1 gly
spraying pieces of dri aul-
ing in agrmfuls of foliage from the
garden and using heaps of old
berries and pine cones in collec-
tions or decorative patterns, it is
possible to transform a dull sitting

| ‘roommtoaspacebmstmgwrth

new colour and shapes.

Mr Frost recommends several
other hunting grounds. “Beaches
provide 4n excellent source for
decorative ” he says. “Any-
thing that has been subjected to the

' _effect of water tends to take on a

changed charaeter Boat marinas
scra ~are also_often

littered w1th shells stones and

 pieces of driftwood that will polish

up like leather. You can give thema

“ lovely patina with teak oil and -
- polish orjust leave them rougt

One feature of using junk d cora-
tlvelyxsthatquanmywndstbbﬁan““

_ important. It is often only when

similar objects are grouped togeth-
er that they look like anything at all.

‘With shells, for example, Mr Frost

recommends either hoarding them

together in baskets in the bath-
_room, or using them in copious
~quantities, filled with Polyfilla and
- glued to the wall, aspanefafnae‘

“Anything that is beautiful, or just

« well made for a function, such as
- old hand-tools, wnbemadetolook_
- good,” he says. “But it is better to

have several and to make a pattern
them than to make them | k,

gswtgough they Thave Just been le
. lying around.”






