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GLOBETROTTING DESIGNER DEREK FROST HAS BUILT
HIMSELF A HOUSE THAT IS FULL OF SPACE AND DRAMA.
QUITE UNLIKE OTHER LONDON MEWS HOUSES, THE
LOFTY INTERIOR IS BOTH SCULPTURALAND SURPRISING,
CONTEMPORARY AND CLASSIC.
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Known for his

purism and contemporary white spaces,
Derek Frost is very much the buzz word
in the London design world today. A
lifetime spent in the Far East, including
eight years in Hong Kong where his
father worked for the Hong Kong Bank,
and a hippyish spell backpacking around
Asia, were the catalysts for a career in
design. When he eventually returned and
settled in London, he trained and worked
with Mary Fox Linton and David Hicks.
With his reputation assured and his talent
recognised, he set up his own company,
Derek Frost Associates (DFA ), nine years
ago and has never looked back.

“Furniture design in particular is my
passion, since it is here that I feel I have
had the greatest opportunity to express
my artistic skills with the minimum of
constraints,” he says. “As an interior
designer, I discover quite frequently that
a client envisages a particular piece of
furniture which simply cannot be found,
soIdesign it myself. My pieces tend to be
quite sculptural and I am very influenced
by aspects of the oriental style. I also love
the technical process of making furniture
—the concealed complexity of something
that is incredibly testing to put together
and yet looks all line and simplicity.”

Frost’s twin skills of furniture and
interior design are naturally
complementary, and are embodied in his
own home which is immediately striking
with its double height living room and
unique furnishings. The house was
designed in conjunction with the
architects Jestico & Whiles on the site of
aderelictmews, butis a separate structure
from the two smaller neighbouring
properties one of which Frost uses for his
office and design studio. “It is the perfect
hidden house, built in a U-shape around
its own courtyard which has a Japanese
garden which I landscaped with Jeremy
North.”

The light-filled interior is open-plan,
but the designer’s sculptural furniture

defines the functions of each area. The
dining room has a one-inch thick glass-
topped table on a stainless-steel base,
surrounded by faintly disturbing horse-
leg ‘Racing’ chairs with a saucy stripe
down the back like the seam of a lady’s
stocking. In the drawing room there is a
coffee table resembling a huge polished
pebble; tactile and alluring. Whilst the
bedroom is spray-painted with metallic
car paint.

Frost is choosy about what goes into
his interiors: “I would prefer to have one
wonderful object displayed well against
white than a clutter.” Yet he sympathises
with those who find modernism hard and
aggressive: “1 would hate to live in a
spiky Memphis-ridden, primary colour
type of house,” he smiles, “I like luxury
and sumptuousness.” Both are revealed
in his own home, which combines space
and drama with genuine warmth lent by
books, antique furniture and soft pools of
light.

Derek Frost Associates, Moreton Yard,
Moreton Terrace Mews North, London
SWI1V 2NT. Tel: 071-828-6270;
Fax: 071-976-5059

1. Kitchen 5. Utility room

2. Entrance hall 6. Steam room

3. Conservatory 7. Bedroom

4, Courtyard/ 8. Drawing-room
garden 9. Dining-area



In the centre of the sitting room is the Pebble Table
designed by Derek Frost, it rests atop a DFA-design
rug made by Roger Oates. On the right is a fine
Louis XVI commode and to the left the dining room
is partially concealed by a Derek Frost screen of
marquetry and gilding.

EWMaPRT RGBT BTN
THEHMFSRATOFARE KR &
REAZUNES-CBE BRI +AEN
A ZRERE - K — 8865 %WE R
HNEMRTEREFEMET -







TOP RIGHT: In the master
bathroom mirrored paneliing
serves to increase the sense of
space, Grey marble walls contrast
with a counter top and cornice of
peach granite. The photograph of
‘The Boys of Los Angeles' is by
Tom Bianchi and the ceramic
bottle by Peter Hayes

BOTTOM RIGHT: The study and
sitting area on the upper level
includes several pieces designed
by Derek Frost: a chalr called
'3 Colours, 3 Curves'; another
made from oak with a woven rush
seat inlaid with a single purple
clam shell. Behind the ‘Dancing
Desk' is another "Racing Chair’ in
a Deco styla velvet from Lelievre.
OPPOSITE TOP; In the master
bedroom the overall tone is
metallic with silver sponged
cornices and skirtings and
sprayed car paint on the doors
and pltastars. The tone Is carried
through with Frost's own
‘Chrysler Day Bed' coverad in a
piece of tie-dyed cloth from
Ghana

OPPOSITE BOTTOM: On one wall
of the bedroom Is a 19th-century
Jupanase screen which hangs
above a sensuous Quited
Commode with 9 drawers,
designed by Derek, On top are
ceramic pleces by Sutton Taylor
and Christine Constant. The nude
IS by Yum| Katamaya and the
portrait of Signorina Damonte by
Ethel Gabain
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ABOVE: The entrance hall has a polished stainless steel spiral staircase leading to
the upper floor. The marquetry console table is another of Frost’s own designs plus the child's chair
with an oyster shell infay. The flooring is oak parquet and the drawing by lan Brice.
RIGHT: The tropical conservatory is filled with exotic palms, ferns, and bamboo. The over-sized
bamboo furniture is by Bali-based designer, Linda Garland.
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